DECODING THE SECTION 2209
SENSITIVE SITES NPRM

An Operational Briefing on the Proposed Part 74 Airspace Framework
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Closing a Decade-Long Airspace Vacuum

2016: The Congressional Mandate

The FAA Extension, Safety, and
Security Act (Section 2209)

to restrict drone flights over
sensitive fixed sites.

directs the creation of a process
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2016: The Congressional Mandate

The FAA Extension, Safety, and
Security Act (Section 2289)
directs the creation of a
process to restrict drone
flights over sensitive

fixed sites.

2016-2026: The Gray Zone

Commercial uEeraturs navigate
a messy patchwork of ad

hoc restrictions, localized
emergency NOTAMs, and localized
pressure campaigns with no
clear federal mechanism.
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Today: The 181-Page NPRM

Docket FAA-2026-4558 introduces
a formal petition process and

a proposed Part 74 restriction
framework, forcing the industry
to confront the protection

of critical infrastructure
without creating invisible traps.




Transitioning from Ad Hoc Defense to Systemic
Infrastructure Protection

Restriction Integration Matrix

Proposed Part 74

Regulatory
Mechanism

Data
Predictability

Commercial
Operator Impact

Status Quo

Special Security Instructions,
emergency NOTAMs, facility-level
improvisation.

Human-readable text, often
buried, slowly updated.

Operational ambiguity; legitimate
work halted by vaque security
boundaries.

Formalized facility petition
process and standardized Unmanned
Aircraft Flight Restrictions
(UAFRs).

Goal is machine-readable airspace
layers integrated into UTM and
pre-flight planning APIs.

Precision boundaries; potential
for predictable transit protocols
and documented compliance
compliance workflows.




Part 74 Airspace Topology: Two Tiers of Restriction
The UAFR Classification Matrix
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Standard UAFR Special UAFR
B ) . I SIS i
Target Facilities: Target Facilities:
Qualifying fixed-site infrastructure Sensitive federal sites and heavily
L(e.g., power plants, refineries, dams)._I Lendnrsed security facilities. )
, N A, I ; n
Security Posture: NV, Security Posture:
Establishes a localized restricted Treated as National Defense Airspace
Lvnlume of airspace. | Lunder existing statutory authority. |
: n I~ : N
Duration: Duration:
Standardized administrative duration. Five-year locked designations.
L =) L -
r : n r ]
Transit Access: Enforcement:
Potential for conditional transit 7 Extreme legal consequences. Not a
lanes for commercial operators. polite suggestion; a hard boundary.
: =1 el -4




* What an Operational UAFR Must Look Like in the Field

Altitude Floor/Ceiling

Strict upper and lower
vertical limits, not an
infinite column to space.

Effective Times

Contact Procedures

Clear, embedded
instructions for
requesting transit or
logging notification.

Timestamped active/inactive
windows syncing directly
to UTM data feeds.

Geospatial Polygon
Coordinates

Exact, machine-readable
perimeter points, not a
vague "avoid area"” radius.

SYSTEM ALERT: If a UAFR is just a dot on a 2D map, it is an operational hazard. Precision compliance requires 3D digital topology.




The Compliance Hazard of Poor Implementation

The Analog Trap IThe Digital Ideal
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Restrictions buried in text-heavy PDFs, I API-integrated, machine-readable polygons.
Updates pushed slowly through Available immediately in the digital planning
non-authoritative channels. systems operators actually use.
Communicated through site security staff who Seamless workflow: check airspace, validate
do not understand Part 107 regulations. mission profile, brief crew, document decision.
Result: Turns every launch Result: Professional,
into a legal research project. verifiable compliance.




Transit Access: The Operational Pressure Valve

The Scenario ® =
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A Part 107 crew inspecting a utility
corridor clips the outer edge of a Standard
UAFR around an adjacent facility.

L

-

The Principle G

Legitimate operations (medical delivery,
public safety, pipeline inspection) should
not be blanket-banned if they create no
meaningful security exposure.
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] The Solution b

The NPRM proposes a transit lane concept
for Standard UAFRs, allowing Parts 91,
107,108, 135, and 137 to pass through
under strict, predefined conditions.
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'The Transit Valve Diagram
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LAT 34°83'N LON 118°14'W ALT 5@8ft AGL S55ID: N123UA

Proposed Logic for Crossing a Standard UAFR

LAT 34°63'N ALT 580ft AGL
LON 118°14°'W S51D0: N123UA

Standard UAFR Transit Decision Tree

Operation ; Identity 3 Routing: y otification: g
Type: es : es Is the aircraft es Has es
Operating under ‘ Is Remote ID ‘ taking the ‘ automated/formal ‘ TRANSIT V
Part 91, 167, ' actively shortest facility APPROVED
168, 135, or broadcasting? practicable notification

1377 path? oeen logged?

No: Transit No: Transit
Denied. Denied.

No: Transit
Denied.

No: Transit
Denied.

ITRAHEIT XI TRANSIT % TRA.HEIT I Fmsn' X‘
DENIED DENIED DENIED DENIED

WARNING: Remote ID is the key. If guard shacks misread spoof-resistant ID data, the system fails.




The Hard Boundary: Airspace Protection
Protection vs. Aircraft Interference
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The UAFR
(Legal Restriction)
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% Counter-UAS
i " = _;_ e _l_ — |': (Illegal Mitigation)
What a UAFR IS What a UAFR IS NOT
A defined legal boundary. A formalized pathway to A Counter-UAS license. It does not authorize
involve law enforcement. An airspace restriction. private facility operators to jam, capture, spoof,
or disable drones.

The Operational Reality:

Detection systems may be lawful; mitigation is a completely different legal universe.

Facilities without specific statutory authority from Congress cannot interfere with your aircraft.
Bottom Line: Section 2209 cannot become a sales accelerant for unauthorized jamming equipment.




AT 34°83'N LON 118°14'W ALT 508ft AGL S5ID: N123UA

Synthesis: The Low-Altitude Ecosystem Interlock

LAT 34°063'N ALT 506ft AGL
LON 118°14'W SSID: N123UA

Part 108 (BVLOS)

The Route Infrastructure.
Provides the pathways and
economic viability for
advanced operations.

A BVLOS network that
looks efficient on a 2D
map 1s operationally
useless in 3D reality if
it threads through
inconsistent UAFRs
without seamless, machine-
readable transit logic.

Remote ID

The Authentication Layer.
The digital license plate
that unlocks access.

Section 2209 is the
missing topological layer
of the drone economy.

Section 2209 /
Part 74 (UAFRs)

The Security Topology.
The physical boundaries
and restricted volumes.




Mobilization: Your 5-Point TARGET COORDINATES: |
Comment Strategy Docket FAA-2026-4558

e

rDigital Publication: Demand every UAFR be machine-readable and fed (§@f§%j
Lthruugh authoritative UTM/aviation data channels. e -+ [
[_Transit Standards: Advocate for predictable, non-punitive transit rules E?f}ffj
_for Part 107/108 operations crossing Standard UAFRs. = I

[ e =
Notification Burden: Insist that facility notification procedures are realistic

F ]
Emergency Operations: Require clear, immediate exception pathways for public

. 1 : Sl n
_ safety and disaster response missions. = i@ 1

I_St'-:r:urity Training: Recommend mandatory training for facility Gwﬁg}é f;beiving
UAFRs to clearly delineate legal boundaries vs. illegal Counter-UAS actions. A\
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Operator Bottom Line: Participation, Not Panic

Section 2209 is finally moving. The question now is
whether the FAA builds a restriction system that
professional operators can actually integrate into
daily operations. Security and access are not
mutually exclusive-but only if the final rule is
precise enough for field crews, seamlessly readable

{;;j}’f by flight software, and legally unambiguous.

Directive: Map proposed facility categories against your customer
base (inspections, agriculture, delivery, public safety).

® Action: Submit targeted comments to the Federal Register.

® Intel Source: UAVHQ - Unmanned Industry Intelligence



